The abp locus of Streptococcus uberis encodes a protein homologous to polar amino acid and opine binding proteins of gram-negative bacteria.
A gene locus abp was identified immediately upstream of the CAMP factor gene cfu in Streptococcus uberis. An open reading frame capable of coding for a 277-residue protein was identified. On the basis of sequence characteristics, the abp gene product is potentially a polar amino acid and opine binding component of an ATP-binding cassette type (ABC-type) transport system similar to those of Gram-negative bacteria. This membrane protein is likely lipid modified at its amino terminus and was present in five S. uberis strains and one Streptococcus parauberis strain examined.